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W E L C O M E

What’s in this sample
Real pages from the full packs

Thanks for downloading. This sample has pages from the KS2 Topic Pack, the Timeline & Poster Set and the Family Activity

Pack. Every fact is checked against a named source, listed at the back.

PACK FOR

Star Forts KS2 Topic Pack Ages 7 to 11, schools and families

Star Forts History Detective Pack Ages 11 to 14

Star Forts Family Activity Pack Families, ages 5 and up

Star Forts Spotter’s Field Guide Adult history fans and walkers

Star Forts Visit Journal Visitors of all ages

Star Forts Timeline & Poster Set Classrooms and home

The full packs are at star-forts.forts.im/shop/.

A B O U T  T H E  F A C T S

Some of these places are more than 400 years old, and some questions have no single answer. Where sources differ,

we show what each one says, rather than picking one.
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F R O M  T H E  K S 2  T O P I C  P A C K

Label the star fort
From the KS2 Topic Pack. Answers: 1. bastion · 2. curtain wall · 3. ravelin · 4. ditch · 5. covered way ·
6. glacis · 7. parade ground · 8. gate
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A star fort seen from above. Our own simplified drawing, not to scale, not a copy of any real fort, site plan, map or photograph.

Word bank: bastion · covered way · curtain wall · ditch · gate · glacis · parade ground · ravelin
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F R O M  T H E  P O S T E R  S E T

The star forts timeline
From the end of the 15th century to 2017

END OF THE 15TH CENTURY

Metal cannonballs come into general use; Italian

engineers design the bastioned system (Network of

Vauban’s Major Sites)

1539 TO 1540

Henry VIII’s D-shaped gun tower is built at Tilbury

(English Heritage)

1558

Mary I sends Sir Richard Lee to build bastions at

Berwick (English Heritage)

1580

William of Orange orders a five-bastion fort at

Bourtange (Fortress Bourtange)

1588

Elizabeth I rallies her army near Tilbury (English Heritage)

1593

The Venetians found Palmanova (italia.it)

1633

Vauban is born (Network of Vauban’s Major Sites)

CIVIL WARS, 1640S

Forts with pointed bastions become established in

Britain (Historic Environment Scotland)

1667

The Dutch navy attacks the river Medway (English

Heritage)

1670

Work begins on Tilbury Fort (English Heritage)

1672

Building begins on the Castillo de San Marcos (US

National Park Service)

1699

Building begins at Neuf-Brisach (Network of Vauban’s

Major Sites)

1707

Vauban dies in Paris, aged 74 (Network of Vauban’s Major

Sites)

1740

General Oglethorpe bombards the Castillo for 27

days (US National Park Service)

1742

Bourtange reaches its greatest size (Fortress Bourtange)

1781

Fort Charlotte is re-established and named (Historic

Environment Scotland)

1814

British ships bombard Fort McHenry for 25 hours (US

National Park Service)

1851

Bourtange closes as a fortress (Fortress Bourtange)

1864

Goryokaku, Japan’s first Western-style fort, is

completed (Japan National Tourism Organization)

1916

Tilbury’s guns help shoot down a raiding Zeppelin

(English Heritage)

1967 TO 1992

Bourtange is reconstructed (Fortress Bourtange)

2008

The Fortifications of Vauban join the World Heritage

List (UNESCO)

2010

The Hakodate Magistrate’s Office reopens at

Goryokaku (Japan National Tourism Organization)

2017

The Venetian Works of Defence join the World

Heritage List (UNESCO)
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F R O M  T H E  F A M I LY  A C T I V I T Y  P A C K

A cannon behind a parapet
A big gun, a wooden carriage and a pile of cannonballs

Embrasure: an opening designed for a cannon.
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Credits, licence & help
The small print, kept short

Y O U R  L I C E N C E

This is a free sample from REALLYBYTE. This file is for your own personal use: print as many copies as you need for yourself and your
household. Please don’t resell it, re-upload it or share it publicly. For club, school or commercial use, please email info@reallybyte.com.

All drawings, charts, puzzles and layouts are REALLYBYTE’s own original work. Drawings are our own simplified impressions: not photographs or copies
of real objects, buildings or maps, not to scale, and not copied from any plan, print, photo or book.

W H E R E  T H E  F A C T S  C O M E  F R O M

Every fact in this pack was checked against the source pages below on 3 Nov 2026. Where sources give different figures, we show each one with its
source rather than picking one.

Network of Vauban’s Major Sites: glossary, Bastion: sites-
vauban.org/en/resources/glossary/bastion
Network of Vauban’s Major Sites: glossary, Demi-lune or ravelin: sites-
vauban.org/en/resources/glossary/demi-lune-or-ravelin
Network of Vauban’s Major Sites: glossary, Glacis: sites-
vauban.org/en/resources/glossary/glacis
Network of Vauban’s Major Sites: History of the bastioned fortification: sites-
vauban.org/en/resources/history-bastioned-fortification
English Heritage: History of Tilbury Fort: www.english-
heritage.org.uk/visit/places/tilbury-fort/history/
English Heritage: History of Berwick-upon-Tweed Castle and Ramparts: www.english-
heritage.org.uk/visit/places/berwick-upon-tweed-castle-and-ramparts/history/
Fortress Bourtange: History of Bourtange: en.bourtange.nl/history-of-Bourtange/
italia.it: Palmanova: www.italia.it/en/friuli-venezia-giulia/udine/palmanova
Network of Vauban’s Major Sites: Vauban: sites-vauban.org/en/discover/vauban
Historic Environment Scotland: Fort Charlotte, history:

www.historicenvironment.scot/visit-a-place/places/fort-charlotte/history/
US National Park Service: Castillo de San Marcos (article):
nps.gov/articles/sanmarcos.htm
Network of Vauban’s Major Sites: Neuf-Brisach: sites-vauban.org/en/sites-majeurs/neuf-
brisach
US National Park Service: Coquina, the rock that saved St Augustine:
www.nps.gov/casa/learn/historyculture/coquina-the-rock-that-saved-st-augustine.htm
US National Park Service: History of Fort McHenry:
www.nps.gov/fomc/learn/historyculture/history-of-fort-mchenry.htm
Japan National Tourism Organization: Goryokaku Fort: www.japan.travel/en/spot/1904/
English Heritage: Tilbury Fort: www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/tilbury-fort/
UNESCO World Heritage Centre: Fortifications of Vauban: whc.unesco.org/en/list/1283/
UNESCO World Heritage Centre: Venetian Works of Defence between the 16th and 17th
Centuries: whc.unesco.org/en/list/1533/
Network of Vauban’s Major Sites: glossary, Embrasure: sites-
vauban.org/en/resources/glossary/embrasure

Not affiliated with UNESCO, the Network of Vauban’s Major Sites, English Heritage, Historic England, Historic Environment Scotland, the US National Park Service, the Japan
National Tourism Organization, the Hakodate or Hokkaido tourism bodies, Fortress Bourtange, Visit Groningen, Visit Palmanova, italia.it, the UK government or any museum. Their
names, and the names of the places they look after, are used only to identify the places and sources discussed. All pictures are our own simplified drawings: not reconstructions,
not scale plans, and not copied from any site plan, map, guidebook or photograph.

N E E D  H E L P ?

Useless can’t help (he’s an eraser, and he’s busy rubbing out the bits he got wrong), but we can.

Problems with your file, or spotted something we should fix? Email info@reallybyte.com.

More free star fort facts and games: star-forts.forts.im


